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Sermon Preached at the Laying of a Corner-stone. 
“Is, 28, 16. > 


In Jesus CHRIST, THE CORNER-STONE OF GoD’s CHURCH, 
DEARLY Bulova: 


‘Whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; 
or one member be honored, all the members rejoice with it.’? When, 
on the 12th day of July, a terrific storm swept across the northeastern 
section of our city and our St. Petri Church was converted into a 
mass of ruins, sorrow and sympathy filled our hearts. To-day, 
however, when those same members lay the corner-stone of their 
new church, we rejoice with them. The laying of a corner-stone is 
always an occasion of joy. Such an event shows clearly that the 
Lord’s promise, ‘My Word shall not return unto me yoid,’’ has 
again been fulfilled. This corner-stone tells us that the Lord our 
God has also here at this place, by the preaching of His Word, 
gathered unto Himself a church, a congregation, a number of true 
believers. Yea, even more. This corner-stone is an emblem of an- 
other, a greater, a far more precious Corner-stone. It reminds us 
of that Corner-stone of which Isaiah writes in our text, ‘“Thus saith 
the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried 
stone, a precious Corner-stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth 
shall not make haste.’’ Dwelling upon these words, let me speak 
to you of 

THE CORNER-STONE OF GOD’S CHURCH. 


I. 
Note, in the first place, who lays the Corner-stone of God’s 
Church. The text reads: ‘‘Thus saith the Lord God, Behold, J lay 
in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious Corner- 
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stone.’’ It is God Himself who lays the Corner-stone of His Church, 
for He Himself builds His Church. St. Paul, seeing the Church 
completed in its glory, said: ‘‘We have a building of God, not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens.’’ Away back in eternity God 
resolved to build a Church, and selected His only-begotten Son as 
the Corner-stone of the same, for “‘He hath chosen us in Him be- 
fore the foundation of the world.’? And when the fullness of the 
time was come, God sent His Son, and laid Him into the manger 
and into the tomb as the Corner-stone of His Church. Therefore 
Christ Himself said: ‘‘God so loved the world, that He gave His 
only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.’ And St. Paul exclaimed: ‘‘God 
spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all.” Hence 
we see that God Himself laid the Corner-stone of His Church, and 
that this Corner-stone is Jesus Christ, of whom it is written : ‘‘Neither 
is there salvation in any other, for there is none other name under 
_ heaven given,among men whereby we must be saved. For other 
foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.’ 


Il. 

Note, in the second place, that the foundation of God’s Church 
is a stone, for ‘‘thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion for 
a foundation a stone.”’ God’s Church is not built on sand, but 
upon a rock, as St. Paul writes: “Built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief Corner- 
stone.”’ A house built on sand is in danger of falling, for when 
the rain descends and the floods come and the winds blow and beat 
upon that house, it falls, and great is the fall of it. But when a 
house is built on a rock, it can bid defiance to wind and waves, for 
when the rain descends and the floods come and the winds blow, 
and beat upon that house, it falls not, for it is founded upon a rock. 
Even so our church. It is not built on the quicksand of human 
opinion or in the morass of time-serving policy, but upon a rock, as 
Christ said: ‘‘On this rock will I build my Church.’ Christ Him- 
self is that rock. St. Peter calls Him a “living Rock,’ that is, a 
rock that has and gives life. As out of the rock that Moses smote 
in the wilderness water gushed forth for the famishing Israelites, so 
out of Jesus Christ, the Rock of Ages cleft for us, waters of eternal 
life flow forth freely and continually for all the thirsty sons of men. 
He, Jesus Christ, is the stone which the builders rejected, but which 
is become the head stone of the corner; and whether we consider 
Him a stone for solidity, or for strength, or for duration— He is all 
these, for whatever changes may take place among men, with Him 
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is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. He is the same yester- 
day, and to-day, and forever; and His strength is our strength, for 
He says: ‘‘My grace is sitineat for thee, for mE strength is made 
perfect in weakness. BR 


III. 


Note, in the third place, that the Corner-stone of God’s Church 
is a tried stone, for “thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion 
for a foundation a stone, a tried stone.’’ The Corner-stone of God’s 
Church has been tried, tested, and approved. It has resisted the 
strongest attempts to shake it. It has stood the trial of unnumbered 
friends and foes. It has been proved in the fiery trial of divine jus- 
tice, and the sins of the whole world have tried its strength to sus- 
tain an overwhelming weight. The storms of persecution have raged 
against it, but it still stands uninjured and immovable. In every 
respect it is a tried stone, tried by God, tried by Satan, tried by man; | 
tried in life, tried in death, tried in eternity; tried by devils in their 
fury, tried by sinners in their misery, tried by saints in their troubles. 
Did not the Father try Jesus and find Him faithful in every way — 
faithful in His willingness, faithful in His obedience, faithful in His 
love? Did not Satan try Him in the wilderness and find Him stead- 
fast, clinging to the Word of eternal truth? Was He not tried by 
wicked and unbelieving men — by Pharisees and Sadducees and 
Herodians in His day, and by skeptics, agnostics, and infidels in 
our day? Was He not tried by the afflicted, the poor, the destitute, 
and did He not by helping them show the boundless resources of 
His strength? Was He not tried by the contrite, the penitent, the 
broken-hearted, and did He not by imparting to them pardon, 
peace, and salvation prove His infinite love? Ah, indeed, a ‘‘tried 
stone,’’ and never tried in vain by those who sought Him in faith. . 
Have you tried Him, dear friend? 

If you had to cross a bridge which stood for centuries and over 
which thousands of people passed every day with entire safety, 
would you hesitate to cross it? Surely not. So Jesus Christ is set 
before you a “tried stone,’’ a tested foundation of hope. Try Him! 
Build on Him, and you are safe. 


IV. 


Note, in the fourth place, that the Corner-stone of God’s Church 
is a precious stone, for “thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in 
Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious Corner- 
stone.’? The Corner-stone of God’s Church is precious, is of infi- 
nite value, for it is the only-begotten Son of God, God’of God, very 
God of very God, Light of Light, the Lord of glory, the express 
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image of the Father. Though He humbled Himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross, yet God also hath 
highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above every 
name: that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things 
in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; and 
that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. Yea, God declared from heaven, ‘‘This is 
_ my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’’ With Luther of old 

therefore we sing: 

God spake to His beloved Son: 

’Tis time to take compassion. 

Then go, my heart’s most precious Crown, 

And bring to man salvation. 

From sin and sorrow set him free, 

Slay bitter death for him that he 

May live with Thee forever. 

This is what makes Jesus Christ, the Corner-stone of God’s 
Church, so precious to us, that He is our Savior, who has redeemed 
us poor, lost, and condemned creatures, purchased and won us from 
all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold 
or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent 
suffering and death. 

How precious He is, none can know but those who have made 
a trial of Him in their need. Ask the sinner, burdened with a sense 
of guilt, and looking forward to heaven as his eternal home; ask 
the dying Christian as he closes his eyes on this world in joyful hope 
of another and a better; ask the redeemed in glory as they cast their 
crowns at His feet and sing His praise: and what will all these tell 
you? They will tell you that Jesus Christ is precious, more pre- 
cious than all the gems and jewels, the silver and gold of this world, 
‚ that He is the greatest of all treasures, the only Savior and Re- 
deemer of all mankind. 


V. 

Note, in the fifth place, that He is called a Corner-stone, for 
“thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a 
stone, a tried stone, a precious Corner-stone.’’ A corner-stone unites 
two walls. In the person of Jesus Christ two natures are united, 
the divine and the human, for Jesus Christ is true God, begotten 
of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin 
Mary. In Jesus Christ are united also the Old Covenant and the 
New Covenant, for, on the one hand, He fulfilled the Law of God 
and bore its punishment, and, on the other, He declared the mys- 
tery of the Gospel, which was kept secret since the world began. 
In Him mercy and truth are met together, righteousness and peace 
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have kissed each other. In Him are also united Jews and Gentiles, 
that is, the believers of all nations, for He is the one Shepherd of 
His one fold. In Him neither circumcision availeth anything, nor 
uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love. 

A corner-stone also unites and supports the structure that is 
reared on it. The principal weight of an edifice rests on the cor- 
ners, and hence, in building, the largest and firmest blocks are 
placed there as best adapted to unite and support the whole structure. 
This is the idea intended to be expressed when Christ is spoken of 
as acorner-stone. Itis He who, by His Word and Sacraments, con- 
verts men and sustains the whole living temple, for Christians are no 
more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, 
and of the household of God; and are built upon the foundation of 
the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief 
Corner-stone; in whom all the building fitly framed together groweth 
unto an holy temple in the Lord: in whom ye also are builded to- 
gether for an habitation of God through the Spirit. 


VI. 


Finally, note that the Corner-stone of God’s Church is a sure 
foundation, for ‘‘thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion for 
a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious Corner-stone, a sure 
foundation.’’ The foundation of our Church is not imaginary or 
delusive, but real, true, and substantial; not transitory, but eternal. 
It is so firm and secure that when a man trusts himself on it, he 
shall have no cause for alarm, though around him the storms of 
temptation howl and beat and the waves of affliction dash and foam. 
Amid the wreck of matter and the crash of dissolving worlds he shall 
not be confounded, but shall come forth at last unharmed and vic- 
torious over all, and find in his Judge a friend and in the kingdom 
of his God an eternal home. 

Yea, Jesus Christ, the Corner-stone of God’s Church, is a sure 
foundation, a foundation for all men, for ‘“‘he that believeth shall 
not make haste,’’ or as Peter puts it: ‘‘He that believeth shall not 
be confounded,’’ or in the words of Paul: ‘‘Whosoever believeth on 
Him shall not be ashamed.’’ Hence “trust in the Lord forever, for 
in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength.”’ Build orf Him your | 
hope of pardon, peace, life, and salvation; yea, stake your eternal 
allon Him. He is a stone, while everything else is sliding sand and 
yielding air and a breaking bubble. He is a tried stone, tried by 
millions who found Him able and willing to save unto the utter- 
most. He is a precious stone, more precious than rubies, the Pearl 
of great price, the Desire of all nations. He is a corner-stone, unit- 
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ing all believers in one harmonious bond of brotherly love. Heisa 
sure foundation, such as no pressure can shake, such as will never 
fail those who cast their burden on Him. O look to Him, and say: 


I build on this foundation, 
That Jesus and His blood 
Alone are my salvation, 

The true, eternal good; 
Without Him all that pleases 
Is valueless on earth; 

The gifts I owe to Jesus 
Alone my love are worth. 


Look to Him, and say: 


My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand, 
All other ground is sinking sand. 


And on this “solid Rock,’’ the Rock of Ages, Jesus Christ, the 
Corner-stone of God’s Church, our Lutheran Zion is built, and hence 
we may well say of her: 


I love my Church, my dear old Church, 

My fathers’ and my own, 

On prophets and apostles built, 

And Christ, the Corner-stone! 

All else beside, by storm or tide, 

May yet be overthrown; 

But not my Church—my dear old Church— 
My fathers’ and my own! 


I love my Church, my dear old Church, 

My glory and my pride! 

Firm in the faith Immanuel taught, 

She holds no faith besides. 

Upon this Rock, ’gainst every shock, 

Though gates of hell assail, 

She stands secure, with promise sure, 
“They never shall prevail.’’ 


Amen. O. K. 


Address at the Funeral of a Little Child. 
Joun 3, 16. 


In Curist JESUS, Our Savior, DEARLY BELOVED CHRISTIANS: 


It was the remarkable saying of Job, a man who suddenly had 
lost all his children, and all his riches, and who found not one true 
friend to offer him the least real comfort: ‘Naked came I into the 
world, and naked shall I go out: the Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” This is the solemn 
resignation of a true believer. He refers everything to the will and 
work of God.— You have lost a dear little child. But who took 
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this little child? Was it not the same God who gave it? And has 
He taken more than His own? The Lord gave it to you, and the 
Lord has taken it away from you. Or can you imagine that your 
beloved child died without God’s knowledge, will, or interposition? 
Did some malicious hand stop up the avenues of life, and break its 
springs, baffling all your anxious and tender care and all the skill 
of the physician? By no means! It was the gracious Lord, who 
in His good and wise providence was pleased to take from this vale 
of tears, sorrows, and pains the immortal and blood-bought soul of 
this your dearly beloved child. But your sorrow-stricken hearts 
anxiously inquire why the good Lord deprived you of your little 
treasure. This is the question I will now set out to answer with the 
aid of God’s Holy Spirit. 


WHAT INDUCED THE LORD TO TAKE TO HIMSELF THIS LITTLE 
CHILD IN ITS EARLY INFANCY? 


I. 

The first answer to this question is: Because He so dearly loved 
your little child. You clearly see that from our text. God loved the 
world. What is meant by the world? All mankind, without any 
exception. All human beings are included in this word, ‘‘world,’’ 
and none is excluded. This your little child is a part of the world 
which God loved, and, therefore, we cheerfully conclude that God 
loved this little child. Yea, He loved it so dearly, that He gave 
His only-begotten Son, in whom He was well pleased, into suffer- 
ings and death for its sake, in order that it should not perish, 
should not be lost and condemned, as in all justice it deserved to 
be, but have everlasting life, everlasting bliss, and never-ending 
happiness. Therefore, weep not, but rather give thanks unto the 
Father, who has made your child ‘‘meet to be a partaker of the in- 
heritance of the saints in light: who hath delivered it from the power 
of darkness, and hath translated it into the kingdom of His dear 
Son: in whom it has redemption through His blood, even the for- 
giveness of sins.’ 

By Holy Baptism God the Holy Ghost made all the above- 
mentioned benefits, which Christ Jesus obtained, not with gold or 
silver, but with His innocent sufferings and death, its own. Christ, 
our dear Lord, says in the last chapter of Mark: ‘‘He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved.” By Holy Baptism, God the Holy 
Ghost graciously delivered this your little child from all its sins, 
from death, and from the power of the devil, and graciously rendered 
it a blessed heir of eternal salvation. ‘‘For as many of you as have 
been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.’ 


had 
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God, our heavenly Father, loved this your little child and 
graciously delivered it from every evil of body and soul. The evils 
of the body are, sickness, pain, sorrows, tears, hunger, want, etc. 
To all these evils your child was exposed as long as it lived in this 
world full of disease and death. The evils of the soul include every- 
thing that is harmful to the soul: sin, the dreadful malice of the 
devil, unbelief, despair, temptation, etc. All these infirmities and 
imperfections, these evils and miseries, these sins and temptations, 
‘this child was subject and heir to while it remained here. But 
from all these evils God has graciously delivered, removed it, never 
again to be grieved or afflicted, by taking it unto Himself. 

Yea, our heavenly Father, who unspeakably loved your child, 
proved His divine love toward it by taking it into His heavenly 
glory. It is now with its Lord and Redeemer. It has a goodly 
heritage, Ps. 16, 6. Its little soul is in the bosom of its gracious 
Savior Jesus Christ, and no man shall be able to pluck it out of our 
heavenly Father’s hand, John 10, 29. The Lord loved your child 
_with an everlasting love: therefore with loving-kindness hath He 
drawn it to Himself, Jer. 31,3. Yea, God so loved your little child, 
that He gave His only-begotten Son for it, that it should not perish, 
but have everlasting life. This eternal and unchangeable love ought 
to give you great peace and the sweetest comfort even in this your 
sore bereavement. Your dear child is not lost, but has reached its 
true home. It is not weeping, but rejoicing; it is not complaining, 
but cheerfully praising God. 


With the Lord Jesus in paradise 
Safe from temptation, safe from sin’s pollution, 
It lives whom we call dead. 


Therefore, grieve not as others do that have no hope. You can- 
not understand God’s inscrutable ways in bringing this deep gloom 
upon you; there really seems no possible explanation: clouds and 
darkness are about you. But know and remember, that in our 
heavenly Father’s heart there is an explanation, that He has made 
no mistake, and that this very darkness and sorrow is part of His 
great plan of love for you, the parents. Therefore, let me, as God 
shall enable me, show you, in the second place, that it was God’s love 
toward you, the parents, that induced Him to take your dear little child 
unto Himself. 

II. 

God loved your child, and He loves you likewise. Mark the 
greatness of God’s love toward you. God loved you so that He gave 
His only-begotten Son for you. Out of divine love toward you He 
gave the most precious object He had. Not a kingdom, not gold 
and silver, not an angel, but His dear Son, His only Son, in whom 
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He was so well pleased. And notice also the great end and purpose 
of God’s love toward you. For what purpose did God give you His 
dear and only Son? What object did He have in view? God loved 
you and gave His Son for you, in order that you should not perish; 
you should not be cast away; you should not be lost; you should 
not die; you should not be condemned, but have everlasting life, 
that is, never-ending joy and happiness. And notice, finally, the 
mode by which you are to obtain eternal life. It is faith, faith in 
the Lord Jesus. As He Himself says, ‘‘ Whosoever believeth in Him, 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.”’ ‘‘Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.’’ Such is the love of God 
toward you, the parents. 

And God proved, manifested His divine love toward you also 
in this present bereavement. He desires to teach you an important 
lesson concerning the things of this present world. He would thereby 
teach you not to set your affections on earthly treasures, not to love 
them more than Him. He would teach you that you have no con- 
tinuing city here, but that, first of all, you are to seek the kingdom 
of God. ‘‘Wherefore, my beloved, work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling.’’ Last, but not least, God would teach 
you to number your days, and to be prepared, ‘‘for the Son of man 
cometh at an hour when ye think not.’’ Therefore, beloved friends, 
murmur not, but say with the pious Shunamite, It is well for our 
dear child, and it is well for us, the parents: We shall love and 
honor Him who first loved us, and earnestly desires our eternal sal- 
vation. Finally, my friends, let us humble ourselves before God and 
pray: Lord, 

Teach me to ponder oft my end, 

And, ere the hour of death appears, 
To cast my soul on Christ, its Friend, 
Nor spare repentant sighs and tears; 


My God, for Jesus’ sake I pray, 
Thy peace may bless my dying day. 


Amen. J.C. A. 


Outlines for Sermons on the Gospel-Lessons. 


Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity. 
Marr. 9, 1—8. 

Three Evangelists have recorded this miracle, Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke. The story, according to their combined statements, is 
this. In Capernaum the Lord was in a house which was crowded 
with people. Now there came four men bearing a sick man on his 
couch. They tried to enter the house and to get to Christ, but the 
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door was crowded, and the people were so closely packed together 
in the house that they found it an impossible thing to pass through. 
What should they do? There was a stairway on the outside lead- 
ing to the roof. They ascended these stairs with the bed on which 
the poor man lay. In the roof, which was flat, they made a large 
opening. And then with cords, that is, with ropes, they let down 
bed, man, and all into the room below directly before Jesus’ feet. 
And did Christ rebuke them for being so forward and intruding 
upon Him? No, He was pleased and, though they did not make 
any request in words, He complied with their wishes and healed the 
man who had been sick with the palsy in an instant so that he could 
take up his bed and carry it home on his shoulders. Could the Lord 
have bestowed a greater benefit on this man than to rid him of his 
painful disease? Is not health worth more than all earthly posses- 
sions? — But, besides health, the Lord gave this man something 
which is still greater and better. He conveyed to him a treasure 
which is more desirable than anything else in the world. He said, 
‘Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee.”’ 


THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS THE MOST DESIRABLE TREASURE 
FOR MAN ON EARTH. 
I. Why the forgiveness of sins is the most desirable treasure for 
man on earth. 
Il. By which means this treasure is conveyed to man. 


I: 

There are many things which men desire, and crave for, and seek 
after, riches, property, worldly fame. These are the treasures for 
which most men toil day and night, and most of them without 
success. But there is one treasure which is not sought unsuccess- 
fully; it is within reach of all. The forgiveness of sins is the most 
desirable treasure. Why? 

a. Because without forgiveness man is in a most miserable, piti- 
able, and deplorable state. Vv. 1.2. Note that the first thing which 
Jesus does for this man is to forgive his sins. He needed forgiveness 
before relief from his ailment. And why does Jesus bid the man be of 
good cheer? Because he was cheerless, hopeless, comfortless in his 
sins. The most desirable treasure for this man was the forgiveness of 
his sins. —So it is to this day. Without forgiveness we are the most 
miserable creatures on this earth: Whosoever does not possess this 
treasure is poor, though he be a millionaire; unfortunate, though 
‘he deem himself blessed; wretched, though he be highly esteemed 
in the world. God is not his friend. The angels weep over him. 
The devil claims him. His own conscience smites him. In vain 
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does he try to make light of his sins. They gnaw at his soul, and 
in the hour of death these unforgiven sins follow him into eternity 
to bear witness against him before the tribunal of God. — Blessed, 
therefore, is he whose sins are forgiven. Ps. 32, 1—5. 

b. He that possesses this treasure is in a blessed and most happy 
state. Vv. 3—7. Here we behold that Jesus is both God and man. 
He knew the inward thoughts of the scribes, and that proves His 
divinity, and He calls Himself the Son of man. But what a Friend 
did He prove to be to the man whom He had forgiven his sins! 
Forthwith He restored him to perfect health. How happy must this 
man have been after the burden of his sins had been removed from 
him with such an almighty Friend at his side! —In such a happy 
state is every one who possesses this invaluable treasure —forgive- 
ness. It connects him with the One who secured that treasure for 
him, with Christ, who bled and died on the cross and thereby paid 
the ransom for his sins. Whosoever possesses this treasure has 
Jesus for a Friend, the Son of God, who knows all about his troubles 
and cares, and the Son of man, who is full of compassion because 
He is fully acquainted with our human misery. The angels are his 
guardians. All things work together for good tohim. God is pleased 
with him for Jesus’ sake. He can depart this life in peace because 
his sins are forgiven. 

Il. 

How is this treasure of forgiveness obtained? Here most men 
make a grave mistake. They think that they must exert them- 
selves, earn the treasure in some way. What did the man do who 
was sick with the palsy? Nothing. He lay there motionless and 
did not say a word. Still the treasure, the forgiveness of sins, was 
conveyed to him. By what means? By the Word. 

a. When the man who was sick with the palsy heard the words 
of Christ, ‘Thy sins be forgiven thee,’’ his sins were actually for- 
given. — Though Christ no longer walks visibly upon this earth, we 
still have His Word. Whenever and wherever we read in the Scrip- 
tures, or hear from the Scriptures this divine message whereby we 
are assured of the forgiveness of our sins, then and there this heav- 
enly treasure is actually imparted and conveyed to us. We must 
not think that the Word of God is a mere prömise that we shall ob- 
tain forgiveness under certain conditions. God’s Word is a living 
power. It contains and brings what it expresses, and effects what 
it says. When God said, ‘‘Let there be light,’’ that word itself pro- 
duced the light. It is the Word, as contained in the Scriptures and 
in the holy Sacraments, commanded in the Scriptures, which con- 
veys to us that great treasure, the forgiveness of our sins. 
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b. Not only by means of the written Word, but also through a 
spoken word is this treasure conveyed to man. V.8. Unto men 
God has given such power., The words of absolution are to be pro- 
nounced. John 20, 21—23. The power of absolution belongs to the 
church, that is, to the local congregation, to every Christian, but for 
the sake of good order God has instituted the ministerial office, and 
the called ministers of Christ are the ambassadors of the Lord who 
pronounce the absolution in Christ’s stead. 2 Cor. 2,10. When the 
called minister of Christ says to you, ‘‘I forgive you your sins by the 
command and in the stead of my Lord Jesus Christ,’’ these words 
truly convey to you the great treasure of the forgiveness of your sins. 
They are as valid and certain in heaven also, as if Christ, your dear 
Lord, dealt with you Himself. 

Let us accept this glorious treasure whenever and wherever it 
is conveyed to us. This we do by faith. He that believeth these 
words has what they say and express, namely, the forgiveness 
of sins. Hy 8: 


Twenty-first Sunday after Trinity. 
JOHN 4, 46—54. 

Faith is the great theme of our Gospel. The nobleman is set 
before us as an example in his unflinching faith. — We must not be 
surprised that so many of our Gospel lessons deal with faith. Can 
we speak of anything more important? How are we made children 
of God and heirs of eternal salvation? How do we obtain power ta 
overcome the world and to crucify our own flesh? How are we en- 
abled to lead a pious life and to do good to others? All this is done 
by faith. What pastor, then, anxious to save immortal souls, should 
ever get tired of preaching faith, and what Christian, solicitous about 
his own eternal welfare, should ever think that he knew everything 
and all and need no more to be exhorted to believe? Is not a Chris- 
tian very apt to lose the faith, if he does not cultivate it, go to 
church, and receive the sacrament? Are not the devil, the world, 
and his own flesh ever ready to deprive him of the faith? This is 
the reason why faith is compared with a smoking flax which will die 
out of itself, if not attended to in time. If you are not watchful, you 
will lose the faith.— From the nobleman’s example we learn how 
faith originates, how it develops, and what fruit it produces. 

THE ORIGIN, DEVELOPMENT, AND FRUIT OF FAITH. 
I. How faith originates in the heart and manifests itself in the 
beginning. 
II. How it develops and is made strong. 
III. What blessed fruit it will produce. 
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I 


a. Text. Vv.46.47. The nobleman knew of Jesus, of His say- 
ings, and of His wondrous works. But it appears that the stories 
which he had heard of Jesus made no special impression on him 
until his child became ill and was at the point of death. How the 
parents of a dying child will rack their brains to think of something, 
to find something, to do something, that they might stay the grim 
hand of death! At the bedside of his dying child the father bethinks 
himself and calls to recollection the cures which he had heard of Jesus 
of Nazareth. Here we have the origin of faith, for with all speed the 
nobleman traveled to Cana, and besought Jesus to come down and 
heal his son.. No sooner had he come to the conviction that Jesus 
alone could help him, no sooner had faith in Jesus taken possession 
of his soul, than he called upon Jesus and appealed to Him for help. 

b. Application. —To this day faith does not originate in any 
other way and manifest itself in any other way than it did with the 
nobleman. To become a true believer you must, first of all, know 
of Jesus. But mere knowledge does not make you a believer. You 
must become convinced that in Jesus alone is your help. Faith is 
produced by the Word of God alone, and knowledge of the divine 
truth is indispensable, but that knowledge must not be harbored. in 
the mind as an idle, inactive thought; it must work conviction and 
an implicit trust in Christ. You cannot obtain this conviction and 
trust by your own natural power. You cannot force yourself to be- 
lieve. But if willfully and maliciously you do not resist God’s Holy 
Spirit, the Word of God will work faith in you. By the Law your 
heart is prepared for the reception of the Gospel. Sometimes God 
adds thereto crosses and tribulations to rouse you from your stupor, 
that the Gospel may take effect in your soul.—And how will faith 
manifest itself? By prayer. If there is the least spark of faith in 
you, you will pray. As soon as Saul was converted, it was said of 
him, ‘‘Behold, he prayeth.’’ When a poor sinner comes to Jesus 
in spite of all his sins and addresses Him, saying, ‘‘Lord, be merci- 
ful to me,’’ he can rest assured that the flame of faith has already 
been kindled in his soul, though his faith may be weak. 


II. 


a. Text. Vv.48.49. The nobleman’s faith was weak. It had 
not developed to any great extent. He thought Jesus would have to 
come along, see, and lay His hand upon his dying son. Christ re- 
bukes him for his weakness, and this rebuke induces him to cling 
to Christ all the closer. His faith is made strong. V.50. He needs 
no more signs and wonders, but believes the word of Christ. 
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b. Application. — Sinner, take Christ at His word, as the noble- 
man did. Cast your soul upon the love, and blood, and power of 
Christ in spite of all that is conflicting. Then will your faith de- 
velop and be made strong. This development is brought about by 
the very act which seems destructive to faith, rebuke. As long as 
your faith is not tried and put to a test, it will remain in a state of 
weakness. Trials and tribulations fan the smoking flax. You are 
endowed with strength from on high to endure and persevere, and 
thus your faith is made strong. — Then will you also enjoy the bles- 
sedness of faith, and the Lord will show you in various ways that 
you are not trusting in Him in vain. Vv.51—53. God lets His dear 
children behold how their prayers are heard, and what a mighty 
Helper they have in the Lord. 


II. 

a. The fruit of faith is love. The nobleman loved the Lord 
Jesus, or he would not have thought so much of Him, and he loved 
his fellow men, his servants, or they would not have hastened to 
inform him that his son had recovered. John 15,5. 1John 4, 16.19. 
John 13, 35. 

b. Obedience is another fruit which we behold in the noble- 
man. The Lord said, ‘‘Go thy way, thy son liveth,’’ and ‘‘'he went 
his way” without a word. Does your faith work obedience? Do you 
walk in the commandments of the Lord? Special attention is called 
to the Third Commandment. John 8,47. Eccl.4,17. Luke 11, 28. 

c. Another fruit of genuine faith is the care which a true be- 
liever will bestow on the members of his family to get them to be- 
lieve in the Savior Jesus and to walk the way that leads to eternal 
life. How did the members of the nobleman’s family come to be- 
lieve? Doubtless the father told them what he had experienced, and 
induced them to share with him the faith which had made him so 
happy. Every Christian who has tasted the good Word of God 
should be burning with zeal to lead others to Christ. Parents will 
bring their children to Christ in Baptism, give them a Christian 
training, have family worship, and urge their children to attend the 
divine service. — May God grant us His grace that we show forth 
such fruit of our faith! H.S. 


- Outline for a Confessional Sermon on Luke 18, 13b. 


‘God be merciful to me a sinner.” This is the remarkable 
prayer of the humble and penitent publican who went up into the 
temple, into the house of God, to pray, to confess his sins, and to 
receive absolution or forgiveness. For this man, who confessed his 
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sins, went down to his house justified, absolved, pardoned. — This 
prayer is a good, complete, and God-pleasing confessional prayer, 
which Christian communicants can never learn too well. Every 
word is a rich treasure and mine of instruction and comfort. 


THE GOD-PLEASING CONFESSIONAL PRAYER: ‘GOD BE MERCI- 
FUL TO ME A SINNER.” 


I. 


a. God be merciful. Remember the penitent publican does 
not direct his prayer, his confession to a creature. He does not 
pray to angels. He does not confess and pray to man, —to Mary, 
Paul, Peter. God, not creature, be merciful to me. God, not God 
and creature, but simply God, be merciful to me. To this God, 


-too, you must pray and confess! 


b. God be merciful to me. Not the unknown God, but the 
true, revealed God: God the Father (I. Art.), God the Son (II. Art.), 
God the Holy Ghost (III. Art.). 


c. God be merciful. The holy and just God. The jealous God, 
who visits the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the _ 
third and fourth generation of them that hate Him. God, who 
manifested His wrath against sin and iniquity in the death of His 
dear Son Jesus, which we should remember and show till He comes. 
The holy and just God, over against whom and in whose sight we 
are all sinners. 

d. God be merciful. The merciful God, who loved us so that 
He gave His only-begotten Son for us. God, the merciful God, 
who in the Holy Supper gives the true body and blood of His Son 
Jesus, for the forgiveness of our sins. This God is and should be 
the refuge, the ark, and rock of every soul. Matt. 11,28. John 6, 37. 


II. 


a. Be merciful. Not God was merciful. As if he would say: 
There was a time, a period in my life, when God was merciful to 
me. The time of childhood. The time before I fell into this or that 
dreadful sin, crime, God was merciful to me, but now no more. 
Now my punishment is greater than I can bear, Gen.4,13. Not 
God will be merciful. As if he would say: It will come to pass when 
I become a better Christian, pray more, go to church more regu- 
larly, partake of the Holy Supper more frequently, etc., then God 
will be merciful to me. When I am able to join the Pharisee pray- 


ing, ‘‘God, I thank Thee, that I am not as other men are,”’ then ue 


God will be merciful to me. This is and would be blaspheming God! 
If the publican would have prayed thus, then, indeed, he would 
and could not have gone down to his house justified, nor can you. 
Prov. 28, 13. 

b. Be merciful to me. According to Thy promise, Is. 1, 18; 
54,10; 55, 1—3.— Matt. 11, 28. John 6, 37. In this solemn hour: 
Let me receive the Holy Supper worthily, for the remission of my 
sins. In future be merciful to me. 2 Chron. 20,9. Such is a God- 
pleasing prayer. 
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III. 


a. Be merciful to me. ‘Enter not into judgment with Thy serv- 
ant; for in Thy sight shall no man living be justified,”’ Ps. 143, 2. 
Rom. 3, 23.—Ps. 19, 12. Prov. 28, 13. By our sins we all have 
deserved God’s wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal 
damnation. Therefore, dear Lord, enter not into judgment with us, 
but be merciful to us. 

b. Be merciful (lAdssnri). Be propitiated to me; forgive my 
sins, be reconciled to me; take me into Thy divine favor; receive 
me graciously at the Holy Supper: Do not impute my sins and 
trespasses to me, but be merciful, and forgive all my iniquities, and 
heal all my diseases, Ps. 103,2.3. He is surely happy and blessed 
who, in the humble spirit of the penitent publican, prays this con- 
fessional prayer; he shall surely go down to his house justified, for 
the Lord God is merciful and gracious, Ex. 34, 6. 7. 


IV. 


a. Be merciful to me. He thinks about no other man as the 
Pharisee. He does not judge and despise his fellow men. 


b. Be merciful to me. He thinks and speaks about himself, 
about his own sins and faults. 


c. God be merciful to me. He knows that no one can be saved 
by another’s faith, but everyone must believe for himself, Hab. 2, 4. 
‘‘It is not enough for you to believe in general that God forgives 
sins, but you must believe that He forgives you, you, you.’? God 
be merciful to all men, and tome. I have sinned, I need forgive- 
ness. I deserved God’s wrath and sore displeasure, I need mercy, 
mercy! God be merciful to me; yea, to me. 


y. 


a. A sinner. The penitent publican does not boast of his own 
righteousness, piety, virtue. He does not say, God be merciful to 
me, the just, the pious, the good, the innocent, the virtuous, Matt. 
9,13. Mark 2, 17. 


b. A sinner (t@ duaptwi@), the sinner. The Pharisee denies be- 
ing asinner. The penitent publican does not only say that he is a 
sinner, he is the sinner, the chief sinner, 1 Tim. 1, 15.16. Sinner 
by nature, by practice; the sinner, to seek and to save whom Jesus 
came.into the world; the sinner in whose stead Jesus, the Lamb of 
God, suffered and died; the sinner for whose benefit and blessing 
Jesus instituted the Holy Supper. ‘‘God be merciful to me a sinner!” 
God be blessed for putting this remarkable prayer of the peni- 
tent publican on record, as a prayer that was answered, as a God- 
pleasing prayer, and that we are sure that he who prayed it went to 
his house justified. If we pray it, as did the publican, we shall also 
be justified through Christ Jesus, our Savior. 
God of mercy! God of grace! 
Hear our penitential songs; 
O restore Thy suppliant race, 
Thou to whom our praise belongs. 


J..C..A. 


